
You’re Invited!
Jazz and the Civil Rights Movement
A Brandeis University on Wheels Lecture in Tucson

You’re invited to a Brandeis National Committee Tucson Chapter special event. All are welcome.

Jazz musicians and the civil rights movement will be the topic of a Brandeis University on 
Wheels presentation by Professor Michael Heller of Brandeis University on Thursday, 
January 8, 2026 at 10.00am at Handmaker, 2221 North Rosemont Boulevard, 
Tucson, Arizona. 

A light continental breakfast will be offered at 9.30 am.

Reservations are necessary. The cost for each attendee is $12.00. Reservations must be received 
by January 5, 2026. Please send your check to 

Janet Miller
Unit 7103
1500 East Pusch Wilderness Drive
Oro Valley, AZ 85737

Professor Heller will examine jazz musicians' engagement with the Civil Rights Movement 
during the 1950s and 1960s. This period found a range of musicians participating in the 
movement in various ways, including many who were not usually associated with political 
engagement. Musical examples will include Louis Armstrong, Abbey Lincoln and Max Roach, 
Benny Goodman, Billie Holiday, Charles Mingus, Dave Brubeck, John Coltrane, among others.

Michael Heller, PhD, is associate professor of musicology at Brandeis University in Waltham, 
Massachusetts. He earned his doctorate at Harvard University. 

Brandeis National Committee Tucson Chapter is sponsoring this event with the Brandeis 
University on Wheels program.

Since 1948, the Brandeis National Committee and its local chapters have supported Brandeis 
University through philanthropy, learning, and community. Brandeis National Committee 
Tucson Chapter has actively supported Brandeis University since the chapter’s founding in 1952.

For more information, call Marilyn Lobell at 520.404.5881 or Sid Lissner at 520.500.6620.


