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“The universe is not only stranger than we 

imagine, it is stranger than we CAN imagine.” 

J.B.S Haldane 1927 Possible Worlds 



 

  

Presidents’ 

Message 
Message 

Message 
Happy New Year! Let’s pray this year is filled with love and peace and 

good deeds. Thank you to Paul and Amy Schwartz for hosting the 

spectacular holiday party in December. The afternoon was filled with 

friendship and good food. BNC has the best cooks; the food and 

drinks were delicious. 

Looking at the calendar, we have wonderful events occurring each 

month. Don’t forget to join us at Handmaker for University on Wheels, 

January 8. Not only is the program exciting but you will meet Ingrid 

Schorr, National Director for BNC. 

February 8th is improv comedy with We Love Our Members. March 12 

is Book and Author and the closing event installation with guest Laslo 

Veres on April 16 will complete a wonderful BNC year. You will find 

more details in this bulletin. 

Tucson now has our own student ambassador. We want to give a big 

welcome to Gavi Shlomovich who will spend his sophomore semester 

as an intern at the JCC. He returns to Tucson in January and will be 

joining us for some events. He is an English major with a legal studies 

minor at Brandeis, expecting to graduate in 2029. His goal is to 

pursue public speaking and communication. He is an advocate for 

bringing people together to cultivate learning. 

As postscript, he has perused our website and enjoyed looking at the 

photos. He says he recognizes some of us from there. 

Marianne and I look forward to sharing with you all these wonderful 

events as well as our robust schedule of study groups. 

 

See you everywhere!  

Erica and Marianne 3 



 

  

NEW  

Kathy  

Mary & John  
Risberg 

Interested in Community  

Service &  

Social Justice 

MEMBERS! 
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Murphy 
Interested in Travel, 

Cooking, Hiking, & 

Volunteering 



  

Winter Event for  

Welcome to Brandeis! 

We are so happy that you have joined us for our fund-

raising efforts for Brandeis University and our fun social 

opportunities including study groups and chapter events.  
 

Come meet new and established members  

and learn more! 
 

Please join us for a light brunch  

and bring a friend who might be interested  

in learning about Brandeis. 
 

Where: Sybil Lampert’s home 
6469 N Foothills Drive 

Tucson 
718-440-4886 

When: Sunday, January 18, 2026 
11:00 AM 

 

Please RSVP by January 11 to  
Ray Kaufman 973-650-9101 hrkaufman45@gmail.com 

or  
Sybil Lampert 718-440-4886 beachchairsybil@aol.com 

 

Your Membership Co-Vice Presidents 

Wishing you a Happy and Healthy New Year! 

New and Prospective 
Members  

 There are over 300 BILLION possible ways for two 

chess players to play their first four moves. 5 



 

 

  

University on Wheels 
Jazz and the Civil Rights Movement 

will be the topic of a lecture by Professor Michael Heller of Brandeis University on 

Thursday, January 8, 2026, at 9.30am at Handmaker, 2221 North Rosemont 

Boulevard, Tucson, Arizona. 

A light continental breakfast will be offered at 9:30 am. 
 

Reservations necessary -- $12 per attendee -- Must be received by January 5th 

Please send your check MADE OUT TO BNC to:  

Janet Miller 

Unit 7103 

1500 E. Pusch Wilderness Drive 

Oro Valley, AZ  85737 
 

Professor Heller will examine jazz musicians' engagement with the Civil Rights 

Movement during the 1950s and 1960s. This period found a range of musicians 

participating in the movement in various ways, including many who were not 

usually associated with political engagement. Musical examples will include Louis 

Armstrong, Abbey Lincoln and Max Roach, Benny Goodman, Billie Holiday, Charles 

Mingus, Dave Brubeck, and John Coltrane among others. 
 

Michael Heller, PhD, is associate professor of musicology at Brandeis University 

in Waltham, Massachusetts. He earned  his doctorate at Harvard University. 
 

Brandeis National Committee Tucson Chapter is sponsoring this event with the 

Brandeis University on Wheels program. 

Since 1948, the Brandeis National Committee and its local chapters have 

supported Brandeis University through philanthropy, learning, and community.         
                      

Brandeis National Committee 

Tucson Chapter 

has actively supported Brandeis University 

since the chapter’s founding in 1952. 
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Book and Author 
Events 

SAVE THESE DATES 
WEDNESDAY MARCH 11TH

 

DINNER - MEET THE AUTHORS      5:30 PM 

THURSDAY MARCH 12TH
 

LUNCHEON, SILENT AUCTION,                              

BOOK AND AUTHOR EVENT     9:30 AM 

Tucson Hilton East 

7600 East Broadway 

Tucson, Arizona 
 

Join us for the 2026 Book & Author Event celebrating 

powerful voices and timely conversations. This year’s featured 

authors span fiction, memoir, travel, and candid nonfiction—

each offering a unique lens on home, resilience, intimacy, and 

the fearless reinvention that can happen at any age. 

2026 Authors and Their Books 

Jeanine Cummins - Speak to Me of Home 

She brings her signature compassion and 

narrative drive to a moving exploration of 

family, belonging, and the meaning of 

home. Through richly drawn characters and 

emotional depth, Cummins invites readers 

into a story that resonates across 

generations. 
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Lisa Niver — Brave‑ish: One Breakup, Six 

Continents, and Feeling Fearless After Fifty 

Part travel memoir, part personal 

manifesto, Brave‑ish chronicles a 

transformative journey across the globe—

and inward. With humor and honesty, Lisa  

Niver shares how embracing curiosity and  

courage can lead to renewal at any stage of life. 

 

Miriam Gershow — Closer 

In Closer, Miriam Gershow examines 

relationships, vulnerability, and the quiet 

moments that shape our inner lives. Her 

fiction is intimate and precise, revealing 

how people reach for connection—and  

sometimes miss it—within families and  

partnerships. 

 

Larry Waldman — Silver Sex: Insights into 

Senior Sexuality 

Candid, informative, and affirming, Silver 

Sex opens an important conversation about 

intimacy, desire, and relationships later in  

life. Larry Waldman addresses myths and  

realities with warmth and respect, offering  

perspective for seniors and their partners. 

 

 

Wendy and Debbie invite everyone to contribute to the 

Book and Author 
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We Need Your Help and Expertise 

Wendy and Debbie invite everyone to contribute to the success of this 

special event. Your participation—large or small—will help ensure a 

memorable and meaningful experience for our BNC community. 
 

Event Book Advertising:  

We ask each member to obtain an advertisement for the Event Book 

from a relative's or friend's business. 
 

Donations:  

You may ask your  local favorite or frequented business for a silent 

auction item or even make a personal donation in support of the event. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  

There are many ways to get involved! Volunteer roles are available to 

showcase your unique expertise and talents. 

Your support truly makes a difference, and we are grateful for your 

creativity, generosity, and time. 
 

Contact Event Chairs: 

Debbie Jacobs 602‑697‑4442 dsjcubs@gmail.com 

Wendy Yanow 414‑803‑4289 wammy18@gmail.com 

 

Proceeds from this event will benefit: 

A Professorship in Engineering Sciences at Brandeis University, 

empowering students to design robotic prosthetic limbs and adapt 

utensils for individuals living with tremors. 
 

An endowed scholarship for a Tucson student, supporting local 

education and opportunity. 
 

Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse, providing critical services 

and support within our community. 
 

Together, let’s celebrate the transformative power of stories and the 

incredible impact we can make when community, creativity,  

and compassion come together. 

Book and Author 
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Book and Author 

 
There are about twice as many atoms in a 

teaspoon of water as there are teaspoons of 

water in all the oceans on Earth. 10 



 

 
Ya know that brown stuff that shows up after you cut 

an apple?  Well, apples are loaded with iron. And that 

brown stuff? You guessed it; it’s actually rust. 

We Love Our Members Event 
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Are you in a Study Group? 
Is your Study Group leader a SUPER STAR? 

Do you get excited about  

your next Study Group date? 
 

Let's honor our Study Group leaders with a full-page ad in our 

program book at our Brandeis Book and Author Event.   

We are currently asking for donations of  

$5.00 for each Study Group you are attending  

or whatever amount you feel comfortable contributing. 
 

Please send your check, made out to BNC,  

no later than January 15th to our Chapter Treasurer,  

Janet Miller  

1500 E Pusch Wilderness Dr Unit 7103,  

Oro Valley, AZ 85737 
 

Thank you in advance for your donation and helping us 

acknowledge and appreciate the work of our Study Group 

leaders. 

Study Groups 

 

Ya know the expression, 

“they don’t make ’em 

like they used to”?  Well, 

some things they still 

make EXACTLY  

like they used to. 

1849   2025 1867   2025 

1920  

2025   
1950    2025 
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Tikkun Olam Study Group 

On December 7th, twenty-one members of our chapter met at 

the home of Lisa and Bob to assemble bags for the homeless. 

Items were brought to the opening event and by members of 

the Tikkun Olam study group. 96 bags were assembled and 

were distributed to Sister Jose, TIHAN, and local churches.  

The remaining bags were given to people on the streets. 
 

Due to the overwhelming response, we have set a second 

time to assemble bags.  We will meet on February 22nd. 

Prior to that date, specific information will be sent to those 

participating, including time and location.  The location will 

be sent to those attending in January. 
 

If you would like to join this worthwhile opportunity, and had 

not signed up for the first group,  

please send a check made out to BNC for $10 to:  

Terrie Sherman  

7580 East Rio Verde Drive  

Tucson, AZ 85715. 
 

This group is investigating other ways we can help those less 

fortunate in our community. If you have any suggestions, 

please send them to Terrie Sherman at:  

loves2walk@aol.com.  

 

Thanks! 

Lisa and Terrie  

Tikkun Olam Study Group Co-chairs 

Study Groups 
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Study Groups 
Tikkun Olam Study Group 
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Study Groups 
Ladies’ Lunch with Friends 

 

Take a try at this Guinness World’s Record  

Tongue Twister: 

The sixth sick sheik’s  

sixth sheep’s sick 
OK, good. Now 3 times fast without reading. 
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Quoting from Linda Ronstadt's book, "Between the foot of ’A’ 

mountain and the Santa Cruz River, lies one of Tucson's 

greatest treasures: the Mission Garden. This area is called 

Tucson's birthplace because people have been living and 

growing food in this very spot for at least 4,000 years. 

Visiting Linda Ronstadt’s 

Favorite Tucson Locations 

 MISSION GARDENS 

 

Even if every person who has ever lived  

thoroughly shuffled a deck of cards once per second 

since the beginning of time, the odds of duplicating a 

shuffle are still astronomically low. Each thoroughly 

shuffled deck is almost certainly unique. 

 

Study Groups 
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Study Groups 
Behind the Scenes 

 Mini Time Machine Museum of 

Miniatures 

Lunch at 

Vero Amore 
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Study Groups 
Just Desserts 

 
You can’t buy happiness 

but you can buy ice cream 

and that’s pretty much the 

same thing. 
18 



 

  

Study Groups 
Lunch with Friends 

 
Age 60 might be the new 40  

but 9:00 pm is the new midnight. 19 



 

  

Study Groups 
Walk, Talk, and Coffee 

 
If you could fold a piece of 

paper in half just 42 times, it 

would reach the moon.* 

 

Psss…  
If you could fold a piece  

of paper in half 103 times,  
it would be wider than  
the known universe. 20 



 

  

Study Groups 
Cook the Continents 

Last Night in France 
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Study Groups 
Men at Lunch 

 

If you put all the water  

on Earth into a ball,  

it would form a sphere  

only about half the width  

of the United States. 22 



  

Canasta 

Study Groups 

National Geographic 

Photo of the Year 
You think you see 

animals. 

Zoom in. 

You actually see 

shadows. 
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  Bake, Take, and Share 

Study Groups 
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  Game Night! 

Study Groups 

 Absolutely the worst time to have a 

heart attack is when it’s your turn to 

act out charades. 25 



 

 

  

Study Groups 
SOCIAL 

ACTION COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Louis Brandeis emphasized the importance of community and 

interconnectedness, stating that,  

"We cannot live only for ourselves.  

A thousand fibers connect us with our fellow men". 
 

Currently, the Brandeis Tucson Chapter supports VIVA PIMA              

(formerly Assistance League), the Emerge Center for Domestic Abuse, 

Sister Jose Center for Homeless Women, and Youth on Their Own. 
 

Our time and resources are donated to these local nonprofits 

However, we are always looking for additional new ways  

to help the Tucson Community.  
 

If you would like to give to others in need, please join our committee. 

If you want to help to create social change in your communities as 

well as the greater Tucson areas, please contact: 

 

Marilyn Lobell, Social Action Chairperson   MMLobell@mn.com 

Or 

Suzy Jacobs   Panorama.boulevard@gmail.com 26 



 

  

Tributes 
In memory of Don Novitt 

To Morleen Novitt: 

Sustaining the Mind 

Shelly Abell & Dan Weisz  Rachel Barker 

Barbara Befferman & Peter Danes 

Lois Bodin   Patrice & Ron Brown 

Rosie Casagrande Susan Chaikin 

Laine & Joel Cohen   Annette Cremisi 

Sorale Fortman  Erica & Arthur Friedman 

Nancy Kozlick Jane and Tom Lassar 

Donna Leavitt Marilyn Lobell 

Deanna Rosen Rica Spivak 

Marilyn Sternstein Marianne & Stuart Taussig  

Cheryl & Howard Toff Lisa Ungar & Bob Fridrich 

Michele Weisz Polly Whitehorn 

Wendy Yanow 

 

Get Well Pete Hawkins: 

Elaine Lisbert Endowed Scholarship Fund 

Rachel Barker 

Bob & Donna Richman 

Stuart & Marianne Taussig 

Rueben & Michele Weisz 
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Sunshine Report 

Rob Vaiciulis 
Speedy recovery from surgery 

Morlene Novitt & Family 
Condolences on the death  

of dear husband, Don 

Save the Date 
Closing Event and 

Installation 
A harmonious afternoon with  

László Veres 

Retired conductor of the Tucson Pops 

Orchestra 

April 16, 2026 
Details to follow 
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Mission  
Statement 

The Brandeis National Committee 

provides philanthropic support to 

Brandeis University, a distinguished 

Liberal Arts and Research University 

founded by the American Jewish 

community.  Its membership is 

connected to the University through 

fundraising and activities that reflect 

the values on which the University was 

founded: 

 Social Justice, Non-Sectarianism, and 

Service to the Community. 
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  Co-Presidents 

Marianne Taussig & Erica Friedman 

VP Book and Author 

Wendy Yanow & Debbie Jacobs 

VP Book Fund 

Rachel Barker 

VP Bulletin 

Denise & Chuck Frenz 

VP Website 

Kim Schweitzer 

VP Membership 

Sybil Lampert & Ray Kaufman 

VP Study Group 

Art Friedman & Dianne Selco 

VP Virtual Communications 

Davya Cohen 

Corresponding Secretary 

Krista Stoker 

Financial Secretary 

Terrie Sherman 

Recording Secretary 

Maxine Goldstein 

Treasurer 

Janet Miller 

Advisors 

Maxine Goldstein 

Terrie Sherman 

 

Chapter’s Contact e-mail address: 

kristabnctucson@gmail.com 

 

Board Officers 
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  Chapter Information Officer 

Marianne Taussig 
 

Renewals 

Tammy Strobel 
 

Social Justice Chair 

Marilyn Lobell 
 

Study Group Registrar 

Terrie Sherman 
 

Sunshine Report 

Lois Bodin 
 

Members at Large 

Ellen Adelstein  Sidney Lissner   

Sally Trattner  Annette Cremisi 
 

Nominating Committee 

Rachel Barker   Janet Miller 

Wendy Yanow  Janet Arffa  Beth King 

Philis Gold  Susan Sussman 
 

Honorary Members 

All past presidents and 

 incumbent members   

of Regional/ 

National Boards 
 

 

Chapter’s Contact  

e-mail address: 

kristabnctucson@gmail.com 

Board Members 
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But Wait! 

A little science nerds-man-ship fun 
Neutron Stars 

are extremely dense cores that are left after a large star explodes. 
OK, boring, I know, but hang with me. It gets better. 

 
Imagine this… 

Picture a teeny-tiny single teaspoon of neutron star matter  
compared to a gigantic aircraft carrier:   

Now get this… 
That teeny tiny teaspoon of neutron star matter                              

weighs MORE than the aircraft carrier!   

But Wait!  
That teeny tiny teaspoon of neutron star matter weighs      

more than 10,000 aircraft carriers!   

OK, one more… 
The Earth spins at a stately 1 revolution per day. 

An Olympic figure skater can spin at over 300 rotations per minute. 
A whole, massive neutron star spins even faster than that! 

But Wait!  
A pulsar, a type of neutron star, spins at the mind-boggling rate of    

716   rotations PER SECOND!                                                                           

The nerdy stuff in this Bulletin is verified by Perplexity, A.I.     
Hope you enjoyed it. 32 


